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Going Green... Pond Management 

With Spring in the air and everything growing and green, it is probably a good 

time to talk Green Practices as it relates to managing naturally occurring ponds 

and storm water ponds.  As environmental stewards, it is important to recognize 

when a management approach is more reactionary and to make that shift to a 

proactive approach.  This shift is almost always a progression, but in time the 

result is a pond with occasional algae and vegetation issues, not a daily 

occurrence. 

Going green is a growing trend and an important one.  Managing our freshwater 

resources is a concern for many people.  Knowing we have an issue is much easier 

than determining how to realistically resolve this issue.   It may not occur to most 

people, but part of the process to improving the world’s water quality is related 

to the efficiencies of Storm Water Management. 

Going Green in Pond Management is an overall approach that starts with 

preventing many of the harmful nutrients from entering ponds.  To reduce 

nutrient loading starts with environmental impact awareness.  Resolving these 

issues once they enter the water comes down to the pond owners’ dedication to 

improve their property and their local watershed.  Many storm water ponds have 

nutrient levels that are too high to sustain a healthy ecosystem.  As a result, these 

ponds annually struggle with algae and vegetation issues.  Regardless of how 

“green” the remediation processes for removing the algae and plants from the 

pond, this process is not the true Green Pond Management approach.  Green 

Management is a holistic approach, not just a classification for a product.  

Although hard to believe at times, algae and vegetation are actually the symptom 

of a problem.  The three main variables that lead to plant and algae growth are 

proper temperature, sunlight and available nutrients.  Take away or limit one of 

these and algae and vegetation will diminish greatly. 

Those who consistently have plant or algae infestation should take a better look 

at what they can do to break this cycle.  As a symptom of the problem, plants and 

algae should be used as indicators to monitor the efficiency of your management 
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approach.  There are many tools available to improve the quality of water from 

the time it enters your pond to the time it leaves. 

Several preventive maintenance tools that greatly improve water quality and 

pond health are buffer management, beneficial aquatic vegetation management, 

sufficient aeration, pond dye, Grass Carp and beneficial bacteria.  Quality Green 

Management can be achieved if these tools are utilized to their fullest based on 

the pond’s unique needs. 

If your pond seems to always have algae, it may be time to take another look at 

the different options to reduce nutrients.  Options like beneficial aquatic 

vegetation and buffer management are inexpensive and can truly contribute to 

improving your local watershed. 

 

 


