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Energy Conservation Technology 

 

Ok, I have to admit it, I love science fiction.  But this is real and it may be coming 

to your community.  One or more of your neighbors may bring home an electric 

car in the not too distant future.   It's good for the planet right?  It saves gas, 

making us less dependent on fossil fuels.  It's part of the Green movement.  So far, 

so good, right?    What's the problem and how does this apply to us you ask? How 

are they going to charge the batteries when the car is at home, run an extension 

cord from their house to the parking lot?  Maybe not, especially if you live in a 

condominium or a townhome community where there are no garages or 

driveways.  

It may be time to start thinking about how your community might handle this 

situation.  As I was reading about the changes in the technology for these 

vehicles, I even found a portable, solar powered unit that hangs up using 

photovoltaic cells to capture the sun's energy and transfers that into power to 

charge a vehicle's batteries.  Could this be the right solution for those sun-belt 

states?  

Would the Board need to adopt a set of specifications for solar chargers, for high 

voltage charging stations that can be installed in a driveway or in an assigned 

parking space?  Would this be a way for the Association to make a few dollars by 

placing a few throughout the community and charging for their use?  I'm pretty 

sure that very much like the issue of both satellite dishes and solar panels, that at 

some point the choice will not be a choice, but a mandatory approval based on 

Federal rulings. 

 The examples of these stations that I found when researching this issue have a 

wide variety of looks.  They range from a modified gas-pump look to a stanchion 

with a Frisbee sized lid on the top that lifts up to accommodate the plug.  There 

are levels of charging stations.  A 240-volt AC charge is known as Level 2 Charging.  

500 Volt DC is high current, fast charge and is known as Level 3 charging.  They 

even have their own language.  An EV is an "electric vehicle".  AN EVSE is Electric 

Vehicle Supply Equipment.  An EVCE is Electric Vehicle Charging Equipment.  
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While at this time, there doesn't seem to be a set standard for charging stations 

and batteries, the market is moving in that direction.  

It may be futuristic, but that future is just around the corner.  Let's talk about it 

before it becomes a problem that needs a real and immediate solution. 


